
Faculty of Fine Arts 2010-11 Federal and Provincial Grant Recipients 
 
Thirteen innovative Faculty of Fine Arts research projects received major funding in 2010-11. 
 
The awards demonstrate how fine arts professors have been successful in disseminating their 
research, attracting new forms of funding and positioning the arts at the forefront of societal 
issues and debate.  
 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
 
Bonnie Harnden, Associate Professor, Creative Arts Therapies 
$87,885 for one year 
 
You Arrive 
Harnden’s performance piece, You Arrive, will be filmed to provide an engaging accessible 
guide to identifying and treating dysfunctional relationship patterns between parents and 
children. Rather than limiting the reach of her clinical theories and research findings to journal 
articles, Harnden created the play using an innovative research method called performance 
autoethnography to create a deeper kind of learning opportunity. The film will allow this 
therapeutic resource to reach the widest possible audience of medical practitioners and parents. 
 
Sandi Curtis, Professor, Creative Arts Therapies 
$24,750 for one year 
 
Gender, Health, and Music Therapy:  An International Dialogue 
Held in conjunction with an international conference on Gender, Health, and the Creative Arts 
Therapies, the Planning Meeting was designed to:  1) provide an opportunity for knowledge 
translation connecting the gathered experts with those new to gender issues; 2) create 
opportunities for those experts to develop research communities, building capacity to establish a 
solid foundation for future research; and 3) establish critical partnerships for preparation of a 
future CIHR operating grant. 
 
 
Social Sciences Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Partnership Development Grant 
 
Jason Lewis, Associate Professor, Design and Computation Arts  
$376,086 for three years 
 
Skins, Storytelllers and Second Lives: A Partnership for Developing Aboriginal New Media 
In partnership with Kahnawake Education Centre, York University, imagineNATIVE and UBC 
Okanagan, Lewis will expand the Aboriginal Territories in Cyberspace (AbTeC) research 
network to investigate innovative methods for First Nations, Inuit and Métis to participate in a 
networked culture to tell their stories and, in so doing, strengthen their communities and 
participate actively in shaping cyberspace itself.  
 
 
 



 
 
Social Sciences Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Research/Creation Grant 
 
Ingrid Bachmann, Associate Professor, Studio Arts 
$185,985 for three years 
 
Hybrid Bodies: An Artistic Investigation into the Experience of Heart Transplantation 
As principal investigator, Bachmann will work with fellow artists and a team of medical 
researchers to creatively explore and publicly debate the ethical, social and cultural issues that 
arise around heart transplantation. 
 
 
Social Sciences Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Standard Research Grant 
 
Anita Sinner, Assistant Professor, Art Education 
$151,235 for three years 
 
Portrayals of Teachers’ Lives: Investigating Teacher Education through Popular Culture and 
Digital Media as Arts Education 
This study promises to improve teacher education practices and theory by investigating how 
contemporary and historic portrayals of teachers’ lives are rendered in popular culture through 
integrative methods of creative nonfiction and digital media as life writing. 
 
 
Masha Salazkina, Assistant Professor, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
$130,968 for three years 
 
Transnational History of materialist Film Theory and Film Cultures: Moscow, Rome, Havanna 
The project aims to reconstruct the international history of modernist political filmmaking, its 
theoretical conceptualization and its engagement with the institutional development of national 
cinemas from the 1920s to the 1960s, including the Soviet Union, Italy, France, the U.S. and 
Latin America.   
 
 
Haidee Wasson, Associate Professor, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
$124,583 for three years 
 
Small Technologies of Cinema: A cultural History of Portable Film Projectors and Screens 
Beginning in the early 1920s and extending into the 1970s, this project documents the social, 
cultural and political impact of portable film projectors—a previously widespread method of 
moving image display—and contrasts them with the purpose-built, commercial movie theater, in 
an exploration of the basic changes to North American ideas about vision, technology and art in 
the 20th century. 
 
 
 



 
 
Social Sciences Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Insight Development Grant 
 
Masha Salazkina, Assistant Professor, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
$73,542 for two years 
 
Global Film Theory and Criticism: Translation Project 
Salazkina is developing a scholarly network to identify, assess and translate a range of critical 
texts on film and audio-visual media currently unavailable in North America. The project aims to 
widely disseminate these texts through an open source web page for film scholars, researchers 
and teachers and to introduce a broader global cinematic discourse into the public domain for 
critics, curators, filmmakers and students. Commercially successful examples include Bollywood 
dramas, Japanese horror movies and Hong Kong gangster films. 
 
 
Social Sciences Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) – Aid to Research Workshops and 
Conferences 
 
Sandeep Bhagwati, Canada Research Chair in Inter-X Art Practice and Theory 
$24,958 for one year 
 
Comprovisations—Improvisation Systems in Performing Arts and Technologies 
The COMPROVISATIONS (COMPosed/COMPuter ImpROVISATIONS) workshop will, for 
the first time, bring together performing arts practitioners, researchers, scholars and software 
developers to discuss questions around the use of computer systems in live performance. It is 
hoped that discussions around the computer’s impact on performers, the audience and the 
creative process will inspire new performing arts collaborations and approaches. 
 
 
Fonds de recherché sur la société et la culture (FQRSC) – Aide à la recherche création 
 
Rosanna Maule, Associate Professor, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
$132,000 for three years 
 
État de lieux sur le role des femmes dans le cinema depuis les années 1980, dans une société 
post-féministe et une industrie audio-visuelle globale. Analyse et diffusion du cinema feminine 
par une installation multimedia itinérante. 
 
With the decline of the politicized feminist movement over the past 30 years, and simultaneous  
emergence of a globalized multi-sensory culture, this multi-media project will investigate if  the 
new media landscape can offer women in cinema a different, better platform for worldwide 
production and encourage debate about filmmaking by women. 
 
 
 



 
 
Fonds de recherché sur la société et la culture (FQRSC) – Soutien aux revues de recherche 
et de transfert des connaissances 
 
Martin Lefebvre, Associate Professor, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
$72,935 for two years 
 
Recherche sémiotiques/Semiotic Inquiry 
Semiotics has emerged as an interdisciplinary field for researchers working in such domains as 
speech, text and institutional analysis, cinematographic studies, visual arts and philosophy. The 
publication will be a tool for international researchers to share their work and increase 
understanding of signification across diverse domains—discursive, visual, literary, philosophy 
and others.  
 
 
Le consortium en innovation numérique du Québec (CINQ) – Industry Grant 
 
Leila Sujir, Associate Professor, Studio Arts 
$125,500 for one year 
 
Sandee User Interface Research 
Sujir will develop a new highly sensitive 3D interface of great relevance in our contemporary 
senor-saturated environments, for use by animation artists with Stereoscopic Animation drawing 
Device software (SANDEE).  Project outcomes include the design of an “optical wand” 
prototype for commercialization, 3D documentation system, software integration, usability trials, 
and ethnographic observations in laboratory and field settings. 
 
 
Department of Canadian Heritage, Human Rights Grants and Contributions Program 
 
Sandi Curtis, Professor, Creative Arts Therapies, Principal Investigator 
Guylaine Vaillancourt, Assistant Professor, Creative Arts Therapies, Co-Investigator 
$32,000 for one year 
 
Children’s Right to Music 
The project comprised  a multifaceted program to disseminate knowledge of human rights and to 
promote resource and skills development in ensuring these rights, specifically in the rights of 
children with disabilities to access to and participation in music-making.  The program, directed 
towards both educators and parents of children with disabilities, involved a one day education 
conference presented by academics and experts; and 2) the development and launch of an online 
multimedia resource (musictherapy.concordia.ca). 
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